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U.W.A.U. Committee Meeting Minutes 

5th September 2007

Aberystwyth University 
13.00-14.45pm

Attendance:

	Simon Griffin
	Chair (Swansea University) 
	SG

	Rhys Lewis 
	Vice Chair, Senior Vice President (Aberystwyth University)
	RL

	Kirsty Hornby
	Secretary (NEWI)
	KH

	Andy Redfern 
	BUSA Student Director 
	AR

	Ian Campbell
	U.W.I.C.
	IC

	Keir McCumiskey
	Trinity College
	KM


	
	Apologies;

Ben Turner (Cardiff Uni), Chris Parnham (Glamorgan Uni), Tash Smith (Swansea Inst), Richard Lancaster (Swansea Uni, NTM & Treasurer), Steve Williams (Lampeter Uni), Ash Taylor (Newport) 
	Actions

	
	1. Welcome & Address from the Chairman

SG thanked everyone for coming and welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2007 – 2008. 
2. Minutes of last meeting 
Minutes were not provided, therefore it was agreed that these will be circulated to all before the next meeting and agreed then.
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
As above 

4. Roles & Responsibilities 
There were several amendments made to the document. The constitution stated (7.e.) “The committee shall have up to 6 meetings per year”. Therefore, it was agreed to include an additional meeting in June. Please see updated version dated 5th September for both documents 1) Meeting Dates & 2) Roles & Responsibilities

This will be circulated by KH before the next meeting. 

SG reiterated the paramount importance of the commitment and responsibility within these roles to enhance the standard of performance by the U.W.A.U. committee members. 

IC agreed to send the 2007-2008 Constitution to KH for circulation. 
5. Disciplinary – Forfeited Matches in the Knockout Round
A BUSA disciplinary hearing was held on Thursday 9 August 2007 to hear all the cases for 2006-07 Knockout and Premier League Walkovers. SG felt that the committee should highlight the importance of the BUSA rules and regulations. Therefore eliminating these fines for the forthcoming year. 

REG. 19.9.1. Any team forfeits in a Championship knockout round will be subject to a £500.00 fine. Any Team defaulting in the Trophy, Shield, Plate or Vase knockout round will be subject to a £300.00 fine. 

REG 19.9.2 An automatic hearing of the Disciplinary Committee will consider any extenuating circumstances but will also have the power to increase the penalties. Extenuating circumstances must be submitted to the BUSA Office by no later than 2pm on the next working day following the fixtures.   
IC highlighted that there was a lack of communication regarding this procedure and therefore a lack of representation at the hearing. 

It was agreed the SG would bring this issue up at the next Chair’s meeting (14th Sept, London)

6. Website  

KH handed out the email from Tim Bodenham, Bam UK (dated 21st August 2007) This document highlight the facilities and services we have available via the www.uwau.org website. This includes News, Events, Information, National Teams & Coaches sections. 

The website can be used as a central hub of information. SG highlighted that UWAU Committee just need to send the information to tb@bamuk.com 
KM was very positive about the work of Bam UK and feels that the more we use this site to increase our profile the more chances we have of receiving sponsorship for the U.W.A.U. 
AR suggested that SG should confirm with Bam UK the policies on Sponsorship deals and arrangements.

7. Report from Chairs Forum 
Due on 14th September, AR to Chair and SG to feedback report at the next meeting. 

8. Report from Executive Board
Due on 20th September AR to feedback at the next meeting. 
AR informed us that he has been working with Chris Lightfoot, (co-operative marketing director) from White Stone Company, on a Marketing Package with BUSA. AR to update at the next meeting.

9. Any Other Business
I. Rugby Development – IC 
IC handed out an email from Major James Balls this is a draft proposal of the Five Nations U23’s plus CSR U23’s Participating Teams: 

Combined Services Rugby U23

English Universities 

Scottish Universities
Welsh Universities

French Universities

Irish Colleges Rugby Union

Welsh Fixtures are as follows: 

1) 1st Feb English Uni V Welsh Uni 

2) 8th Feb Welsh Uni V Scottish Uni 

3) 22nd Feb Welsh Uni V Combined Services

4) 7th Mar Irish Colleges V Welsh Uni

IC informed the committee that the eligibility of the players (as highlighted in the draft proposal, written by Jim Dowling Exec Sec ICRU) has been agreed that no contracted players are allowed. ICRU (Irish Colleges Rugby Union) will continue to apply their long-standing eligibility criteria coupled with those agreed with the IRFU a number of seasons ago, with one exception: ICRU feel that if a non –Irish player meets all the other criteria (including and especially that of playing for, and being nominated by, his university/institute/college) he should be eligible. 
Jim Dowling has highlighted that “The number of instances where this might have arisen in the last 20 years is very small, and certainly less than ten”.  

IC highlighted that as stated in the BUSA handbook;

REG 14.1 Eligible Participants: For a student to be eligible for BUSA individual Championships or to represent his/her University in BUSA Team Championships and in BUSA Domestic Representative matches, he/she shall:

REG 14.1.1 Be an internally registered student at an institute of Higher Education that holds current membership of the Association.

REG 26.2 Eligibility – UK Representative Sport, In Home Nation sports, athletes must compete for the country in which their institution resides.   
IC feels that English Universities and Irish Colleges were not complying with the above and therefore would like to propose no play. 

SG feels that this needs further discussion and has suggested that a UWAU Rugby Working Group is formed. 

SG (Chair) Richard Lancaster (National Team Manager) Mike Wall (Welsh Universities Rugby Team Manager) and Ian Campbell. SG will send out invitations in due course. 
II. Welsh Universities Hockey Coach Applications – SG 

There were three applications 1) Mark Robinson, 2) Chris Glover 3) Marcelo Belli. It was felt that none of the above applications met the appropriate level of achievement. 
KH suggested having another conversation with Pat Sharples. 

III. Addition to UWAU standing orders – AR 

AR proposed that a standing order for UWAU Recognised Sports needed to be included into the Constitution.  This was voted on and accepted by all attendees, therefore six motions and passed by the chairman. KH to amend and circulate.

IV. Initiations – SG 

A Member of the Health and Safety Committee highlighted the paramount importance that each institute must have a code of conduct or guidelines to cover themselves in the event of any incidences or accidents. IC and AR will send their documents to KH to be circulated. It is the responsibility of each institute to create their own document. KH to circulate. 
V. Cross County Championships – SG 

To be held on Sat 5th Apr, Perthshire. Competitors will be funded by the either themselves or by the discretion of their own University Student’s Union/Guild. RL will need to reply to this invitation. 

VI. Competitions – KH 

Welsh Cup – Finals will be held on 7th May at Aberystwyth University. This was voted and agreed by all attendees. Except IC (UWIC) due to budgeting issues he will not be entering. 

BUGS – Will be held at Edinburgh 5th, 6th, 7th April. This is a Home Nations Competition. 

BUCS – Will be held in Sheffield 13th – 16th March. This is the finals for all Winter league.

Welsh Competitions – individual sports that are not covered by Welsh Cup or BUSA sports.

Celtic Nations – sports that our not covered by BUSA BUGS competitions. 
10. Date and venue for next meeting
5th October at Bangor University 
Meeting was closed at 14.45pm by Chairman
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