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Minutes of the meeting at Swansea University on June 23rd 2007

The meeting was chaired by Andrew Redfearn, Chairperson.

1. Introductions and Apologies
1.1 Present 

Andy Redfearn
UW Bangor / UWAU Chair



Charlene Barnard
Glamorgan University




Chris Parnham

Glamorgan University

Gavin Allen

Aberystwyth University




Ian Campbell

UWIC




Kat Duff

Swansea Institute




Kirsty Hornby

NEWI




Natasha Smith

Swansea Institute

Rhys Lewis(RLewis)
Aberystwyth University




Richard Lancaster(RL)Swansea University / UWAU Treasurer




Steven Williams
UW Lampeter




Tim Stickley

Swansea University

1.2 Apologies

Ashley Taylor

UW Newport




Ben


Cardiff University




Carl Harris

Trinity College / UWAU Secretary




James Woodroof
Cardiff University




Keir McCumifkey
Trinity College




Paul Lewis

UW Newport




Tom Webb

UW Aberystwyth

1.3 Absent


1.4 In Attendance
Sam Lung

Aberystwyth University

2. Points of accuracy from previous meeting
2.1 The minutes were passed as a true and accurate account.
3. Matters arising from previous meeting
3.1 TS raised point 4.3 about Welsh Universities Bouldering/Fencing and said it should be discussed as a quorate meeting is underway. To be discussed under ‘Welsh Cup’ agendum.
3.2 RL raised point 6.1 about Welsh Universities rugby and said that this year, the team played the Combined services, but unfortunately were not able to play English Universities. It was noted that UWAU are very grateful to Mike Hall for his efforts with the team. 
4. Welsh Cup
4.1 Welsh Universities Fencing: RL said UWAU are not aware of the competition and now that UWAU are aware of it, Cardiff need to consult UWAU for team selection rather than organising the team themselves.

4.2 The issue was raised of UWAU recognising and funding other sports other than those involved in the Welsh Cup. It was suggested that for UWAU to recognise a sport, 50% of UWAU institutions should have an established club, and then funding should be awarded on merit. It was also suggested that any competition should run successfully and independently for one year prior to recognition being considered.

Action: AR to develop a policy on this to present to UWAU. TS to send AR a copy of the Constitution.
4.3 Regarding Welsh Cup trophies, RL suggested that next year’s UWAU secretary either finds the trophies or organises invoices to be sent to the institutions that last held them.
4.4 Regarding Welsh Cup this year, CB said that the organisation was fine, but there were problems with universities not fulfilling fixtures. RL said that it is a good event, valued by the students and goodwill is needed amongst AU Presidents to let others know if fixtures cannot be fulfilled. SG suggested having some early rounds of Welsh Cup in the 1st term. SL said that Welsh Cup fixtures were designed for when most BUSA fixtures had finished. 

4.5 RL said that a decision needed to be made on host/organiser for 2008 Welsh Cup. IC suggested double headers with BUSA games. GA suggested regional rounds. RL said maybe not, as teams would just be playing those they play in their BUSA conferences. AR nominated Aberystwyth to host the Welsh Cup finals. Aberystwyth accepted and will administrate the tournament too. RL suggested IC (UWIC) deals with disciplinary issues – accepted. 

4.6 Fines were also discussed for not fulfilling Welsh Cup fixtures. A fine of £50 to UWAU from the offending institution was decided.
5. National Teams Update
5.1 RL started by saying that it has been a poor year for National Teams, especially due to the lack of the British University Games. This year, individual sports have had to organise their own fixtures. Basketball had a tournament, in which they came 3rd. Cross Country running went to Ireland for championships, but UWAU have had no results back and have reimbursed no expenses.

5.2 BUGs will be in Edinburgh next year – 2008. UWAU need to appoint Team Managers and Team Coaches, although we have some who want to carry on from last year. At the last BUGs, UWAU funded 75% of competitor’s entries; RL recommends we do something similar to this again for 2008 as we have funds accumulated from very little activity this year. IC mentioned elevated transport costs for this year. RL said he would bring a BUGs budget and the UWAU accounts to the meeting in September.
5.3 National Teams rugby – Martin Fowler/Mike Wall were hoping to set up a tournament with English Universities AU and the Combined Services. IC said he will submit an idea for a new governance structure for Welsh Universities rugby to the UWAU committee in September, as the current structure is not very effective.
6. Any Other Business

Tim Bodenham from BAM (the company running the UWAU website) came earlier in the day to explain that all information that wants to be put on the UWAU website, he could add free of charge to reduce hassle. It would just need to be emailed to him, with details on tb@bamuk.com. 
